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When most people think of the students of Benedictine University, they think of the traditional undergraduate students, most of whom are around 18 to 23 years old. These younger, traditional undergrads comprise the majority of students, but what many people may not realize is that there are many adult students here as well. Benedictine is reorganizing its
adult-education program to meet the needs of such students and will open a new Naperville facility designed for adults.
The dean of the College of Adult and Professional Studies discussed the facility, including how it will centralize and expand the college to better accommodate adult students’ busy schedules.
HOST: Hello, and I'm David Arnone, and I'm here today with Eileen Kolich
(KOH-LITCH), Dean of the College of Adult and Professional Studies. And I'm here to talk to her today about the new location for the adult professional-studies courses facility. Hello, Dr. Kolich. How are you?
GUEST: Good. How are you?

HOST: I'm OK. Who was involved with this decision to expand the College to a new location?
GUEST: Well, there were a lot of people involved at this time, but initially, this was a decision that was made by our administration, with the intent of showcasing our adult programs here at Benedictine University.  And we felt that an off-campus site at Naperville would be a good opportunity, so we took advantage of it, and we are looking forward to the opening in the fall.
HOST: Very good. What made the
new location an attractive choice? Were there a couple of qualities that it was important for the new building to have?

GUEST: Well, I think we wanted to be sure to find a location where we could ... showcase this particular initiative.And being on Diehl (DEAL) Road, where there's other corporations, and, well, other competitors, to be quite honest, we felt we could compete and that we could offer a program that has a lot of potential for growth.

And it would be strategically positioned
in an area where there should be a lot of interest.

HOST: How many students are enrolled in the College of Adult and Professional Studies program? And has the number increased in the recent years?
GUEST: Oh, it's definitely increased in recent years. Right now we have around 600, plus or minus, students in the program at the undergraduate level and the graduate level. And our intent, of course, is to grow and get larger and strengthen our curriculum and build a very dynamic pool of students.
HOST: Do you know yet how many classrooms the new location will have?

GUEST: It will have six classrooms
on-site.
HOST: Will the staff members relocate to the new campuses, or will they stay in their current offices on the main campus and travel to and from?

GUEST: We're going to have a core of people over at the new site, approximately 35 to 38.

There's enough office space for about 40 people, and our expectation is to centralize all of our functions at the new site, because when students come to the campus and we direct them to the new college, they should have the services there for them.

HOST: But will there still be
adult-education classes still being offered here, or will they just all be predominantly located at the new facility over by Diehl Road?
GUEST: Well, our goal is to, as I say, to identify this particular college as the center for adult learning.

We want to make it very clear to
students that this is a site that is committed to them. And in order to remove any confusion, we want to make sure they understand that we will be offering programs specifically designed for adults who have busy schedules, that need programs in the evening or on the weekends, and … we need to provide programs that are easily accessible to them.
HOST: Are there other programs, or are there near-term plans for the college?

GUEST: I'm sorry?
HOST: Near-term plans, like other
types of programs that are going to be going there, or are there other types of new facilities that will be popping up?

GUEST: I'm not sure about new facilities, but in terms of new programs, this new college will definitely have the opportunity to explore adults and the interests they have, their educational interests, and we will develop programs to meet those needs.

HOST: Do you think the new location will prove useful in meeting some of those new goals?
GUEST: Oh, I totally expect that to happen, yes.

HOST: Thank you, Dr. Kolich, and this is David Arnone for "Eye of the Eagle."
The new office and classroom space is located at 18-32 Centre Point Circle in Naperville, which is just off Diehl Road. Dr. Kolich hopes the new location may be open for use by this fall. As Dr. Kolich says, the College of Adult and Professional Studies expects the new facility to help the university better serve adult students and take advantage of an opportunity to expand and develop new programs.

Because of the continued increase of
adult students in recent years, the reorganization should likely prove an important step in allowing the school to offer a convenient, structured and accessible educational opportunity to adult learners.
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